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Community Policing
Introduction
Community policing is one of the innovations in the long list of policies in the United States. It is regarded as one of the policies that is expected to aid the United States to achieve effectiveness and justice as far as law enforcement is concerned (Rukus et al., 2018). As such, community policing is a type of law enforcement paradigm that permits officers to continually operate in a given area and have a strong bond with the public living in that particular area. In addition, community policing is expected to secure and create a safe environment for all hence improving safety. Also, community policing is expected to allow people to participate in their affairs since the police are not seen as strangers but as partners that ought to trigger growth and development. Through community policing, many states in the United States have improved security-wise hence helping people to have confidence with the entire security department. A thorough description of community policing, its creation, key actors, an example showing its success and effectiveness is critical in showing its importance in promoting security. 
Description of Community Policing
Community policing allows both the public and the police to cooperate in preserving peace and crime prevention (Donnermeyer et al., 2016). A safe community is fundamental for the achievement of goals since the public is guaranteed safety regardless of the time of the day. As such, a safe community will also promote coordination and cooperation since communication regarding possible risks enables the police to act immediately. According to Fiedler (2018), ‘‘community policing is essential since it aids in building relationships in communities’’. Cooperation in a community ensures that there is the existence of positive interactions and relationships which benefits everyone. Through embracing the concept of cooperation, both the police and the community work in a unanimous way to promote quality services and justice.
Again, community policing allows the integration of the local government, the police, policymakers and the general public in promoting the community. According to Bieler (2016), ‘‘policing is practiced with an aim not to punish less often but more severely’’.  It is very difficult for the police to tackle violence and crime alone without the involvement of other parties. As such, community policing has come out as a platform that has promoted public safety in the United States and other countries around the globe (Leventakis & Haberfeld, 2018). Through the efforts of community policing, many types of crimes have been curbed hence promoting security and safety in the community. On the same note, some of the aspects of the community policing have been combined with interventions with an aim to promote general effectiveness. Through the security interventions, the police have been able to use tactics to solve crimes and at the same time ensure that police-public relationships are not ruined. For that reason, community policing has the potential to enhance policy-community relations hence promoting police legitimacy. 
Description of how Community Policing was Created
The concept of community policing can be traced back from the end of the 19th century in the United States. As such, the primary purpose of the beginning of this concept was to ensure that the police and the communities engaged and cooperated to have strong relationships and to make the process of law enforcement effective. As Bieler (2016), asserts, ‘‘everybody has a contribution towards the concept of policing’’. The rise of telecommunications, automobiles, suburbanization and other technologies changed how the police department operated. Through these technologies, the police department was able to answer emergency calls promptly. The police were also able to answer emergency calls by the use of motor services to curb crime. Other policies like the Chicago Police Department started shifting officers in various neighbourhoods as a way to prevent cases which would affect the administration of security (Blakemore, 2016). As a result, the changes became significant since they changed the nature and purpose of the police departments in various neighbourhoods thus promoting security and peace. 
Also, many preventive and patrol experiments provided aimless operations that were not very effective as far as controlling crime was concerned.  In response to these changes, multiple police departments began experimenting what was later known as community policing. In the 20th century, community policing had become a vital organ in the delivery of justice and equality for communities in the United States. As such, it encouraged police officers to conduct foot patrols through including social media and other essential community systems. Fiedler (2018), argues that “community policing works effectively with help of relationships’’. Policing has evolved under phases such as diffusion, innovation, and institutionalization. The phases have enabled the concept to promote safety and security since relevant local information concerning criminals is shared and acted upon. Therefore, community policing is seen as a fundamental strategy for cities in the United States to curb threats, drugs, violence, and related criminal activities. 
Description of the Key Actors Involved in Making Community Policing
For community policing to be successful and effective in the community, there have to be efforts from key actors as they aim at promoting partnership. The partnership is a critical element in community policing because the police are not in a position to control crime by themselves. According to Bieler (2016), ‘‘the police cannot be permitted to practice aggressive and unconstitutional community policing’’. Key actors are grouped in primary and secondary, in which primary actors involves groups and individuals who have a specific and direct interest in how community policing undertakes its mission and operations. On the other hand, secondary actors are also critical in community policing since they usually have interests but not as actively and directly as for the case of primary actors. One primary actor for community policing is the police and other security personnel (Blakemore, 2016). The police are arguably the most important actor in community policing because they are expected to provide unity and security through patrol and other policing activities. As such, the police are usually consulted upon formulating decisions that affect how the community policy conducts its operations. Therefore, the police and other security personnel are key actors as far as community policing is concerned. 
Another key primary actor is the media. The media is very crucial in conducting the operations of community policing because it spreads information which may improve the level of security. As such, the press also complements the activities of community policing by disseminating public announcements to seek cooperation between the public and police. According to (2016), ‘‘both reactive and proactive community policing are essential to the community’’. Local and national governments are also key actors in community policing’”. Local and national governments are responsible for funding and supporting community policing activities to ensure effective operations. Police leadership bodies can be categorized as secondary key actors (Donnermeyer et al., 2016). Police leadership bodies are essential because they are expected to oversee all the operations of the community policing. As such, they are tasked with the responsibilities of allocating the police and supervising patrols, communications, and leadership roles to improve security operations. 
Description of Community Policing in Use
As hinted, community policing has been fundamental in curtailing most of the crimes and violent activities in the community (Rukus et al., 2018). New York City is known for crime and violent actions which are mostly conducted by young and middle-aged people. At the end of 2017, the use of the community policing was evident and fundamental in reducing criminal acts in the city of New York. After several policing activities failed to reduce crime rates for decades, the authorities opted to use community policing. In New York City, crime had become the order of the day, and this was governed by car hijacking, murder, robbery, and assaults. Bayley (2016), hints that ‘‘policing is always aimed at promoting the safety of community members’’. Since community policing involves integrating efforts of the police and the public towards fighting crime, it was seen as a fundamental and practical type of policy to end violence in the city. After administration of community policing programs, there was a significant reduction of criminal activities including shooting incidences and murders (Nandi, 2018). The number of burglaries and robberies was also reduced hence enabling the members of the public to live peacefully as they engaged in their daily operations. 
The Effectiveness of Community Policing
Community policing was useful because it was keen on lowering the number of violent crimes in the city. After community policing was administered in the city, there were only 286 murders in 2018 as compared to 2200 cases reported in 1990. Furthermore, the number of shooting cases reduced from 800 to 300, which was the lowest that the city had ever achieved for almost 70 years. According to Nandi (2018), ‘‘lives are saved in communities while the potential killers are confronted through community policing’’. As such, this meant that the streets were safe and free places that allowed the public to efficiently conduct their businesses. Besides, the economic sector was improved since investors were encouraged to invest more in a secure environment (Nandi, 2018). The low number of homicides and other crimes reflected a national trend which suggested that the public has become safer. These statistics show that community policing was fundamental in restoring the peace and safety of New York City. The police department is faced with challenges to sustain and improve the community policing in the coming years. However, such challenges may be reduced through the improvement of relationships with the members of the community. 
Conclusion
As hinted, community policing is a fundamental philosophy that can guarantee safety and a peaceful environment for citizens in the United States. On the same note, community policing has been effective in crime reduction in the communities thus allowing the public to interact and engage in activities that develop their communities. There is a need to implement specific strategies and initiatives to enable community policing to work effectively through the application of its principles and objectives. As hinted in this discussion, key actors may be essential upon the implementation of community policing activities and strategies. As such, it is critical for state police and related agencies to embrace the community policing philosophy to improve the security of the community (Leventakis & Haberfeld, 2018). Scientific studies, policymakers and agencies have asserted that community policing is vital towards curbing fears of crime, violence and threats. Therefore, the security departments need to take and give community policing careful consideration before making any decisions that may affect its conducts and operations. For that reason, the flexible nature that community policing enjoys is capable of taking the community into higher heights of safety.
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